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Jayashree Watal is currently Counsellor in the Intellectual Property Division of the World Trade Organization.

She also teaches at the Georgetown University Law Center, United States; at Melbourne Law School, Australia
and in the International Economic Law and Policy programme at the University of Barcelona, Spain. Prior to
this, she has more than 22 years’ government experience in India, of which ten years was devoted to policy,
diplomacy, research and administration on intellectual property rights. She worked as Director, Trade Policy
Division, Ministry of Commerce, and represented India at a crucial stage in the Uruguay Round of Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) negotiations. She has researched and published articles
on issues related to intellectual property rights, including the book Intellectual Property Rights in the WTO and
Developing Countries.

She has been a Visiting Scholar at the Center for International Development at Harvard University, the
Peterson Institute for International Economics and George Washington University Law School.
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